
ART  1570   Basic Black & White Photography                   CRN 3138 
Instructor: Mark Kirsch          Email: brothrmark@gmail.com 
Phone/txt: 716.499.6022        Office/Hours: M/W 5:45p-6:15p or by appt. 
 
Description:  This course is designed for students with little or no prior experience in photography.  
In this course we will cover all of the basic photographic skills, both technical and aesthetic.  You 
will learn camera operation, exposure, black and white film processing, and black & white printing, 
as well as the presentation of photographic prints.  Most importantly, however, this course is about 
photography as a contemporary art form.  In this context we will be exploring image construction, 
content, and the unique abilities of the photograph to communicate information, concepts, and 
emotions.  Finally, we will explore the language of analysis and criticism through individual and 
group critiques. 
Assignments:  There will be six (6) major assignments during the semester.  The subject matter 
will vary, and the assignments will become more challenging as the semester progresses.  Each 
assignment will be introduced in class with slides and/or video lextures and discussions.  All 
assignments must be completed in order to earn a passing grade.   
Attendance:  Attendance at all classes is mandatory.  Lost classroom time cannot be made up by 
outside reading or study.  Your final grade will be affected if you have more than two (2) unexcused 
absences.  You are responsible for all information presented. 
Readings:  There will be several reading assignments throughout the semester which are pertinent 
to your photographic assignments.  I will also introduce you to photographers whose work is 
relevant to your current and future projects. It is expected that you will be able to discuss the 
information in an intelligent manner during class. 
Work Sessions:  It is expected that you will arrive to class on time with the necessary materials.  
These sessions are designed for darkroom work, so that I may assist you with your printing.  These 
sessions are not intended for film developing or other needs.  Film must be processed at least one 
hour prior to class time in order to be ready for printing during class. Unpreparedness on your part 
is not license to not participate in these sessions. Any instance in which you are not prepared to 
make use of a work session will be treated as an absence. 
 
Cell Phones / Mobile Devices 
All cell phone usage, including text messaging, is expressly prohibited during class. Your phone 
must be set to silent [not vibrate] or turned off for the duration of the class. Failure to comply will 
result in physical exclusion for the remainder of the class session and an official absence recorded. 
 
Safe Environment   
Jamestown Community College does not discriminate on the basis of color, sex, sexual orientation, 
race, creed, national origin, age, marital status, veteran status, or disability.  Discrimination or 
harassment will not be tolerated in this classroom. 
 
Cheating & Plagiarism   
Cheating on an exam is using unauthorized methods or resources to answer the questions on the 
exam, such as copying answers from a classmate’s exam, sharing your answers with another 
student during an exam, or sneaking notes into an exam.  According to the JCC Constitution of the 
Student Body, “plagiarism means presenting, as one’s own, the words, the work, or the opinions of 
someone else.”  This includes copying answers from a student solutions manual without presenting 
any of your own work or copying answers from another person’s paper.  Neither cheating nor 
plagiarism will be tolerated, and possible consequences are reduction or elimination of a student’s 
grade or failure of the course.  “Flagrant violations” (see student constitution) could result in 
probation, suspension, or expulsion 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Grading: Grades will be based on a 500 pt tally 
 
 
 
400 pts Class assignments 
 
 Assignment #1 40 pts     Assignment #2 50 pts  Assignment #3 60 pts 
 Assignment #4 70 pts     Assignment #5 80 pts   Assignment #6 100 pts 
   
Grade based on: Concept and idea  /  Technical execution  /  Presentation 
 
60 pts journal / research assignments  
 
 
40 pts Attendance/Participation: attendance and contribution during lectures and critiques, care 
of department property.  You are allowed two [2] absences during the semester without penalty.  
Each subsequent absence will drop participation grade by 15 pts 
 
460 - 500 = A   
440 - 459 = B+   
420 - 439 = B   
400 - 419 = C+   
380 - 399 = C   
340 - 379 = D 
Below 340 = F 
 
All assignments are due the evening of critique.  Assignments turned in late will be charged 5  
pts for each class session overdue.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Syllabus 
 
Unit 1: Birth of a Medium  
 Part 1: Daguerre and Fox Talbot 
 Part 2: The Pictorialists 
 Part 3: Dandies, Curmugeons, and Showmen; Shaping the American West   
 Assignment: Paper Negatives 
 
Unit 2: The Camera as a Creative tool  
 Part 1: Shutter as the controller of motion 
 Part 2: Aperture as the controller of depth of field 
 Part 3: Lens; the modifier of Light 
 Assignment: Motion and Focus 
 
Unit 3: Exposure & Development- recording an image on film 
 Part 1: Principles of film exposure  
 Part 2: Film development 
 
Unit 4: Image Composition and Design 
 Part 1: Principles and elements of photographic design  
 Part 2: Learning to see creatively 
 Part 3: The types and qualities of light  
 Part 4: Shutter/aperture/ metering light 
      Asssignment: Abstract Visual Poetry 
 
Unit 5: The Medium is the Message 
 Part 1. Life on the street 35mm photography 
 Part 2. Living Large; large format photography 
 Assignment: Poet of Prague 
  
Unit 6: Photography and the human condition 
 Part 1: The objective documentary  
 Part 2: Photography and social conscience 
 Part 3: Photography and the personal point of view 
 
Unit 7: Photography as an expression of self 
 Part 1: The photographic study  
 Part 2: Photography and art of persuasion  
 Part 3: Art & the corporate conundrum 
 
Unit 8: Presentation and Exhibition 
 Part 1: Matting and mounting 
 Part 2: Folios and books 
 Part 3: Curating and exhibition 



Equipment and Supplies 
 
 
Camera:  35mm camera-fully manual or with manual overide capabilities.  This means that you 
must be able to manually set the lens aperture and shutter speeds.  Your camera has a  manual- if 
you don't possess one, check the interwebs for one. Please read it through thoroughly.  Be sure to 
have a fresh battery for your camera.  
 
Text:  Material provided 
 
Notebook: Three ring binder for negatives, other with an extra folder for handouts. Separate 
journal or discarded library book. 
 
 
Film: Minimum of 10 rolls of Kodak Tri-X (400) or Ilford HP5 (400) or other brand black and white 
film 36 exposures 
You can save considerably by purchasing a 100 ft bulk roll and making your own individual  
 rolls [I'll show you how] 
 
Photo paper:  Minimum 100 sheets, 8 x 10 inches 
* Adorama or Arista RC variable contrast 
* Ilford Multigrade Rapid RC 
* Agfa Multicontrast RC 
Any of these brands are acceptable; however, the Adorama and Arista papers are the least 
expensive.  Choose the surface you want-glossy, semi-matte (pearl), matte. Gloss exhibits the 
most contrast but scratches easily.  
 
Negative sleeves: Minimum of 10-35mm plastic sleeves (one for each roll) 
 
Recommended, but not required:  
tripod 
small scissors for cutting film 
 
optional (but likely a neeed for) 
 
Mat/mounting board 
 


